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Dea r  P a u l o t 

O rest ings from Ju l . i e tandmetoyou  a n d  

The  m o s t immed i a te  r e ason  fo r  th is  n o te  
fes ta tio n  o f R & m  d o  P a r a  wi th 
b e e n  be l i eved  ism d n e n t fo r  

you r  fa m ily. 

is th e  n ews  o f th e  re in -  
Th is  re in festat ion h a 6  

s ince  th e  fu l l  sca le  
re in festat ion o f P r ench  O u i a n a  a n d  G u y a n a . T h e  s i tuat ion is p a r t icu lar ly 
d is tu rb ing  s ince  I l e a r ned  6 0 1 ~  m o n ths  a g o  th a t D r . C e r m a n o  Pa r i s , th e  
h e a d  o f D R R R U , h a d  exp r essed  h imse l f a 6  n o t espec ia l l y  conce rnsd  ove r  th e  
th r e a t o f re in festat ion wi th A e d e s  a e  
feve r  cou l d  b e  read i l y  h and l e  

~  by  v a c ~ ~ ti~ ~  th e  th r e a t o f ye l l ow 

I wou l d  po i n t o u t th a t B e l en  l ies a t th e  m o u th  o f th e  A m a n o n  arx i  
c an  read i l y  b e c o m e  a  d is t r ibut ing cen te r  fo r  A e d e s  a e gyp ti to  th e  A m a z o n  
V a l ley a n d  to  th e  coas t o f R ran i .1 . 

Ristor ica l ly,  u n r ecogn i zed  ye l l ow feve r  was  a h o w n  to  b e  p r esen t i n  
R & m  in  & y 1 9 3 0  w h e n  th e  r o u tin e  co l lect ion o f l iver  t issue from  ind i -  
v idua ls  dy i ng  a fte r  less th a n  te n  d ay6  i l l ness r evea l ed  a  pos i t ive o n  th e  
th i r d  l iver  co l lected.  Th is  was  a lmos t a  yea r  a fte r  th e  last r ecogn i zed  
case  a n d  a  m o n th  b e fo r e  th e  loca l  p r o fess i on  r epo r te d  th e  d i sease . 

A s you  k now , D e l & n  has  a n  i dea l  cl im a te  fo r  A e d e s  a e gyp ti. B rad i -  
ca tio n  was  a tta i n ed  on ly  a fte r  th e  sh ips  e n g a g e d  in  r iver  traffic 
insta l led spec ia l  tu bu l a tio n  wh i ch  pe rm i tte d  o i l i ng  o f th e  b i l ge  w a te r  
f rom  th e  u p pe r  deck . 

T h e  re in festat ion o f B e U r n  a fte r  a  ps r i od  o f th i r ty yea rs  o f f ree-  
d o m  from  th i 6  mosqu i to  is, I b e l i e = , a n  e ven t o f such  impo r ta nce  th a t a  
fu l l  i nvest igat ion a n d  loca l  e r ad i ca tio n  e ffo r t is ind icated.  A lso, I 
wou l d  insist th a t p r essu re  b e  p u t o n  th e  Gove r r r a sn t a u thor i t ie r  to  m a k e  
a  m a jor  i ssue  o f th is  re in festat ion a t th e  D i rect ing  Counc i l  m e e tin g  in  
P o r t-of-S p a i n , T r in idad ,  a t th e  e n d  o f S e p te m b e r . 

It m u 6 t b e  r e m e m b e r e d  th a t th e  c ampa i g n  fo r  th e  e rad i ca tio n  o f 
ti 

N  
in  th e  W e s te r n  Hem i sphe r e  was  in i t ia ted by  ac tio n  o f th e  

a n  e  g a tio n  a t th e  first D i rec t ing  Counc i l  i n  1 9 4 7 . T h e  
B rae i l i an  re r ro lu t i on  was  b a sed  o n  th e  n e e d  to  p r even t re in festat ion 
ac ross  in te rnat iona l  b o r d e r 6 . 

Th is  ob j ec t ive o f B raa i l  was  r e ached  m a n y  pm rs  a g o  wi th th e  
e r ad i ca tio n  o f a e gyp ti f rom  a l l  th e  S o u th  Ame r i c a n  c oun t r ie6 excep tin g  
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Vene6uel.a and Dutch Guiana and the ciicutaarea of ColomMa. The failure 
to clean up the Caribbean ha6 resulted in reinfeatations of Guyana and 
FrenchGuiana and repeated reinfestation6 of Trinidadlnrecentyears. 
(Further to the north and we6t, El sslvador was found reinfeated in 1965, 
and Mexico ha6 had minor reinfestation6 in 1965 and 1967.) 

The United States is working on the problem in Rrerto Rico, the 
Virgin Islands, and 6ome of the infested area in the United States, 

It is importantthatthe countrie8which have eradicated Aedea 
jOintogetheriniXB3iS~~ that the infested area6 in thmt- 

be cleared before they all become reinfested. 

It should be remembered that the Rrazilian report of the eradica- 
tioneffort submittedtothe RanAmerican SanitaryC8nferenoeinl9~ 
showed 617,000,ooO house vi6it6 between 1931 and 1958 when eradication 
was Mnally certified. Today the increarred urbanisatioa of Rrr~ai.1, the 
increased facility of tran6portation in the interiOr, and the great 
increase in disposable t&raw-aw6y containerr, including used automobil 
tires, wotdd allincz~~~e greatlythe difficulties and coat of anyfutur6 
eradication effort. 

Itmustbe rememberedthatDra6ilhas a great reservoir of jungle 
p&n#fevertirus which has beenahowntoinvade from time to tim8 all 
of the Rra6ilian state6 excepting only &~a&, Rio Grands do Sul, Fernam- 
buco, Alagoa6, and Sergipe. In recent years fatal ca8e6 have occurred 
from Roraima in the north to Rio Grande do Sul in the south. 

I amwritdngyou at such length and reminding you of things you 
already know because I believe the matter is of such importance that you 
should stimulate what activity you can through professional contacts, and 
August0 shoulddo the 6ame throughbuainera andpolitical contactshe m6y 
have. Itise~ciallyiBlportantthatBra6ll~eilearsdiatGlytoellad- 
nate this reinfestation and at the same time use every man6 to $et the 
8upport of other countrierr no6 free of aegypti to insist on the Completion 
of eradication of Aedes as in those countri.86 which have not met 
their internatio n thismatter. 

Fred L. Soper 


